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the forts on North river, the valued services of Major-General Tryon 
and his associates, the sending of officers and recruits from New York 
to Philadelphia, the formation of Lieutenant-Colonel Andreas Em- 
merick's chasseurs from detachments of other provincial corps, the ap- 
pointment of Lord Rawdon to the command of the volunteers of Ireland 
and of Alexander Innes, hitherto inspector-general of the loyalist troops, 
as colonel of the South Carolina royalists. There are also references to 
many other regiments, both regular and provincial. 

Inevitably the knowledge to be gleaned from such a source is frag- 
mentary, but it becomes important when properly supplemented. The 
volume well illustrates the kind of service to which the tory regiments 
were restricted during the earlier years of the revolution. One regrets 
that the record closes before De Laneey's first and second battalions 
were sent with other troops to Savannah to participate in the campaigns 
in Georgia and South Carolina. The third battalion was kept at Lloyd's 
Neck to protect the wood cutters of that region. To the orderly book is 
appended a list of 1,592 New York loyalists in the city of New York dur- 
ing the years 1776 to 1783, compiled by William Kelby from contem- 
porary manuscripts and newspapers. The record is adequately analyzed 
in the index with which the volume is supplied. 

Wilbur H. Siebert 

With the national guard on the border. Our national military problem. 
By Captain Irving Goff McCann, A.M., B.D., chaplain, First in- 
fantry Illinois national guard. (St. Louis: C. V. Mosby, 1917. 
271 p. $1.50) 
In no sense is the volume at hand a serious scientific narrative of the 
national guard on the border in 1916. It is, rather, an exploitation of 
the life of the First infantry Illinois national guard by the opinionated 
chaplain of that organization. Therein lies the misnomer of the title. 
That the book will be of interest to the men of the "Dandy First" there 
is no doubt, however. 

In the first third of the book, the author considers the national mili- 
tary problem as it presented itself during the latter part of the year 
1916 and the first months of 1917. He briefly sketches Mexican history 
with a view of arriving at the cause of the struggle beginning in 1910, 
namely, as he believes, Mexico's unpreparedness for self government. 
He also states his reasons for the intervention of the United States in the 
republic to the south and, correlated with that problem the need of ade- 
quate defense against the possible and probable encroachments of Japan. 
Captain McCann then proceeds one step forther and discusses a military 
and naval program involving universal service. The events leading up 



Vol. iv, No. 4 Severance: An Old Frontier of France 519 

to the establishment of the Huerta administration are merely excerpts 
copied from the Chicago Tribune, as are also the incidents of 1913 con- 
cerning this government and Japan. 

The remainder of the book is a presentation of reminiscences of a 
"bloodless campaign." The narrative may be followed in the chapters 
entitled "The Mobilization of the Guard," " Entrainment, " and "On 
the Border." This constitutes a readable tale for the unitiated. The 
events are related in popular language; they are enriched by the per- 
sonal and humorous experiences of the men and officers who are often 
called by name. Herein are set forth the many "little personal things 
about our experiences" that render, in the words of the chaplain, "a 
true narrative of the inner life and significance of our Border experi- 
ences." These little things often lead the author astray however, and 
impart an air of unorganization to his book. The material presented in 
the "Handicaps of the National Guard" is obvious. The appendix is 
composed of a history of the First Illinois Infantry. 

Of truly great interest is the large number of interesting illustrations 
of Mexican celebrities, Diaz, Huerta, and Villa; of the soldier's life, mil- 
itary and domestic; and of many of the officers of the "Dandy First." 

L. A. L. 

An old frontier of France. The Niagara region and adjacent lakes un- 
der French control. By Frank H. Severance. In two volumes. 
(New York: Dodd, Mead and company, 1917. 436; 485 p. $7.50 
net) 

From the indefatigable pen of Mr. Severance, secretary of the Buffalo 
historical society, has come yet another important work devoted to the 
Niagara region whose history he has long assiduously cultivated. This 
latest work, charmingly entitled and handsomely printed in two large 
volumes, may fairly be regarded as his magnum opus, at least to the 
present time. How long it will retain this distinction it would be hazard- 
ous, in view of Mr. Severance's industry and productivity, to venture 
to say. 

An old frontier of France is a regional history of the Niagara and 
those portions of the lower great lakes the history of which during the 
French period had a direct bearing upon the Niagara region. The 
"Niagara Region" in the author's concept includes "not merely the 
borders of the river from Lake Erie to Ontario, but more or less broadly 
the country contiguous to both lakes and river. ' ' To understand further 
his point of view, and so the subject matter of most of the work, one 
must note his emphasis upon the idea that the Niagara region during the 
French period constituted a link in the great French highway into the 



